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Dear Colleagues, 
 

Change and renewal:  
these are two words top 
of mind for me right now. 
Some of you already 
know this but I am 
currently on leave from 
my position in Calgary 
and heading to London 
for a sabbatical year. In 

order to do this I have had to revisit all of my 
training with some degree of nostalgia. This 
fits right in with this time of year when new 
residents have joined our training programs 
and new full-fledged staff hematologists have 
started their first positions. I welcome them all 
to join us at the CHS and keep us posted of 
their news locations and contact information.  
 

Welcome Co-Chief Residents! 
Within the CHS executive I am pleased to 
welcome our new Co-Chief residents: Drs. 
Cindy Hickey from Dalhousie and Siraj 
Mithoowani from McMaster. I am excited to 
see what innovations this young blood will 
bring to the table as all of our previous chief 
residents certainly have. I want to take this 
opportunity to thank Zach Liederman for all 
his hard work as outgoing chief resident.  
 

CHS Gala Event at ASH 2017 
There are lots of activities coming up. 
Registration has just come and gone for ASH 
and as per usual we will be hosting our gala 

dinner on the Sunday night. Stay tuned for 
your invitation. We invite you to attend and 
meet all of us in the executive and your 
colleagues from around the country. Of 
course, this is also when we recognize the 
best of research our country has to offer. The 
deadline for the submissions for the 
Canadian Paper of the Year is upon us at the 
end of September and we encourage you to 
submit your publications. Also, by the time 
you read this ASH abstracts will have been 
submitted. We expect another banner year of 
applications for the CHS trainee awards at 
ASH.  
 

CHS to host ISH 2018, Vancouver 
Finally, it is exciting to remind you that the 
CHS  will be hosting the International 
Society of Hematology bi-annual meeting 
in Vancouver in September 2018. If this is 
not a meeting you usually attend, please 
keep it in mind when planning your CME for 
2018. As co-chairs Drs. Rock and Nevill 
have been working very hard at ensuring a 
wonderful conference for us.  
 
I will remain your president until ASH of this 
year despite being out of the country so 
please feel free to be in touch if you have any 
questions, concerns or thoughts. I can be 
contacted at lynn.savoie@ahs.ca, through the 
CHS email at chs@uniserve.ca or through 
our web portal. 

Dr. Lynn Savoie,  

President, CHS 

CANADIAN HEMATOLOGY SOCIETY 
199ñ435 St. Laurent Blvd. 
Ottawa, ON K1K 2Z8 CANADA 
Phone: 613-748-9613 
Fax: 613-748-6392 
Website: canadianhematologysociety.org 
Email: chs@uniserve.com  
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Chers collègues 
 
Changement et renouvellement : 
ce sont les deux mots qui viennent à 
lôesprit en ce moment. Certains d'entre 
vous le savent déjà, mais je suis 
actuellement en congé de mon poste à 
Calgary et je me dirige vers Londres pour 
une année sabbatique. Pour ce faire, j'ai 
dû revoir toute ma formation avec un 
certain degré de nostalgie. Cela 

correspond parfaitement à cette période de l'année où les 
nouveaux résidents se joignent à nos programmes de formation 
et les nouveaux hématologues commencent leurs premiers 
postes. Je vous invite à vous joindre à nous au CHS et de nous 
tenir au courant de vos  nouvelles, votre lieu de travail et vos 
coordonnées. 

 
Bienvenue co-chef résidents! 
Au sein de l'exécutif de la CHS, je suis heureuse d'accueillir nos 
nouveaux co-résidents: les Drs Lynn Hickey de Dalhousie et 
Siraj Mithoowani de McMaster. Je suis ravi de voir quelles 
innovations ce jeune sang apportera à la table comme tous nos 
anciens résidents en chef ont fait.  Je tiens à remercier Zach 
Liederman pour son travail acharné en tant que résident en chef 
sortant. 
 

Soirée Gala du CHS à ASH 2017 
Il y a beaucoup d'activités à venir. L'inscription pour ASH est 
maintenant ouverte et, comme d'habitude, nous organisons 

notre souper gala pour le dimanche soir. Surveillez pour votre 
invitation. Nous vous invitons à participer à cet événement et de 
rencontrer l'exécutif et vos collègues de notre pays. Bien sûr, 
c'est aussi lorsque nous reconnaissons les meilleures 
recherches que notre pays a à offrir. La date limite pour les 
soumissions pour le document canadien de l'année, approche 
rapidement et nous vous encourageons à soumettre vos 
publications avant la fin de septembre. En outre, au moment où 
vous lisez ces lignes, les résumés ASH auront été soumis. Nous 
nous attendons à une autre année à haut nombre de 
candidature pour les prix de stagiaires CHS à ASH. 
 

CHS accueille ISH 2018, Vancouver 
Finalement, il est excitant de vous rappeler que CSH accueillera 
la réunion bi-annuelle de la Société internationale d'hématologie 
à Vancouver en septembre 2018. Si ce n'est pas un rendez-vous 
que vous fréquentez habituellement, gardez-le à l'esprit lors de 
la planification de vos credits pour 2018. En tant que co-
présidents, les Drs Rock et Nevill ont travaillé fort pour assurer 
une merveilleuse conférence pour nous tous.  
 
Je vais continuer à être votre présidente jusqu'à ASH de cette 
année, malgré le fait que je serai hors du pays, alors n'hésitez 
pas à prendre contact si vous avez des questions, des 
préoccupations ou des pensées. Je peux être contacté à 
lynn.savoie@ahs.ca, par courrier électronique du CHS à 
chs@uniserve.ca ou par l'intermédiaire de notre portail Web. 
 

Dr. Lynn Savoie,  

Présidente, CHS 

The Canadian Hematology 
Society Executive Committee 
and general membership, 
gratefully acknowledge the 
excel lent work of Dr . 
Mohammad Bahmanyar as the 
CHS Hematopathology Editor 
for the CHS interactive web 
portal. 
 
ñDr. Bahmanyarôs commitment 

and expertise in developing hematopathology cases for the CHS 
webportal went above and beyond our 
expectations and contributed strongly to the 
ongoing education of residents and 
hematologists across Canada,ò said Dr Lynn 
Savoie, CHS President. 

The teaching modules that Dr. Bahmanyar helped to create will 
continue to be presented on the CHS web portal and will serve 
as an important component of the CHS education library.  

 

 

Dr. Mohammad Bahmanyar 

 

Ý Academic Case Review 

Ý Image Challenge 

Ý Continuing Medical 

Education 

Ý Product Reimbursement 

Library 

Ý Members 

 

https://chsportal.ca/ 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Dr. Lynn Savoie,  
Présidente, CHS 
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The ISH 2018 congress will begin on 
Thursday, September 13, 2018, 
opening with a plenary session.  The 
closing session will be on Sunday, 
September 16.   
  

PROMOTIONAL ACTIVITIES AND PLANS 
The CHS will have a booth at ASH in December, 2017, to 
promote attendance at the Vancouver 2018 meeting.  We will 
also be sending promotional materials to other international 
meetings. 
 
We have developed some flyers and banners and are 
developing a more detailed information pamphlet about ISH 
2018 to augment the current material.   

THE SCIENTIFIC PROGRAM 
The Scientific Program will be 
packed with a broad selection of 
current and controversial topics 
of interest in benign and 
malignant hematology. 

 
We hope to see all of the  
CHS members there! 

 
Dr. Tom Nevill, Scientific Committee Chair 
Dr. Gail Rock, Organizing Committee Chair 

 

Visit the Congress Website: 
http://www.ish2018.com/  
§ Program at a Glance 
§ Program Highlights 
§ Important Dates 
§ Abstract Submissions 
§ Registration & Housing 
§ Early Bird Deadline 

 
For information: ish2018@ICSevents.com  

Vancouver Convention Centre ISH/CHS  2018 Congress venue 

 

 

 
By Danielle Hammond, MD, Department of Medicine, University of Toronto, Toronto 

ñWhatôs DAT?!ò 
 
A patient on daratumumab will exhibit: 
a) Invariably a positive direct antiglobulin test (DAT) and 
antibody screen with pan-reactivity. 

b) A variably positive DAT; invariably positive antibody screen 
with pan-reactivity. 
 
c) Only the DAT but not the antibody screen is affected. 

Answer: See Page 12 
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Based on membersô feedback and comments about their 
interest in The Microenvironment content ð the CHS 
Executive decided at the May 15, 2017 Executive Retreat, 
held in Toronto ð to launch this column as a regular 
feature, beginning with this summer of 2017 issue. 
 
To help keep CHS members up to date and informed 
about news regarding peers across this vast country, this 
column will feature news of promotions, heads of 
international committees, important grants or publications, 
mid-career moves, retirements, etc. 
 
 
Our outgoing president, Dr. Lynn Savoie, has recently traveled 
to London where she will be spending a year sabbatical. She 
will be doing leukemia and clinical trials work at St Bart's and 
University College London. 
 
After many years of dedicated service to the field of hematology 
in Calgary Dr. Karen Valentine has retired. 
 
Dr. Zach Liederman our recent chief resident is excited to start 
the Alexandra Yeo Fellowship in Thrombosis and Hemostasis 
this fall. He will continue to be involved in medical education 
and is enrolled in the Health Practitioner Teacher Education 
Masters at the University of Toronto. 
 
Preliminary partnership discussions have recently begun 
between the International Society for Laboratory Hematology 
(ISLH) and the Canadian Hematology Society to jointly plan, 
organize and operate the 2019 Congress of ISLH in 
Vancouver, BC, Canada, May 9ð11, 2019. 
 
 
The following new Hematological Pathology specialists were 
certified by the Royal College of Physicians and Surgeons of 
Canada on June 30, 2017: 
 
ß Mohammad Bahmanyar, Toronto, Ontario 
ß Habib Moshref Razavi, Vancouver, British Columbia 
ß Jason Quinn, Halifax, Nova Scotia 
ß Ashish Rajput, Warman, Saskatchewan 
ß Mahmood Roshan, Tariq, Nepean, Ontario 
ß Audi Setiadi, Vancouver, British Columbia 
 

The CHS recently announced the appointments of Dr. Cindy 
Hickey and Dr. Siraj Mithoowani as Co-Chief Canadian 
Hematology Residents. The term for this position is from July 
1, 2017 to June 30, 2018. As the Chief Canadian Hematology 
Residents, Cindy and Siraj will be part of the CHS executive 
and will provide the voice and perspective of hematology 
trainees across the country.  

Cindy is originally from Newfoundland and obtained her 
medical degree at Memorial University of Newfoundland. She 
moved to Halifax, Nova Scotia where she completed her 
Internal Medicine residency and is currently now a PGY-5 and 
the chief hematology resident at Dalhousie University. Cindy 
has clinical interest in malignant hematology, specifically bone 
marrow transplantation. 

"I am really excited to be working 
alongside Siraj as your co-chief 
resident for the Canadian Hematology 
Society. We are hopeful that the CHS 
portal will only continue to expand and 
be an excellent resource for interesting 
cases and learning opportunities for 
trainees.  Please do not hesitate to 
contact myself or Siraj if there are any 
ideas or suggestions on ways we can 
help with your hematology training!"   

Siraj is a PGY-5 Hematology resident at McMaster University 
in Hamilton, Ontario and the current Chief Resident of that 
program. He completed medical school and Internal Medicine 
residency at McMaster. Siraj has clinical and research interests 
in benign hematology and in medical education. 

ñIôm excited to act as your resident 
representative to the Canadian 
Hematology Society. Cindy and I look 
forward to keeping you informed about 
CHS events, awards and educational 

content and we welcome your input 
on how the organization can 
improve your residency experience 
and transition to practice!ò 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Dr. Cindy Hickey  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Dr. Siraj Mithoowani  

CHS members are invited to send news items regarding promotions, heads of international committees, huge 

grants or publications, mid-career moves, retirements, or other notes of significance for this column.   
For further information or to submit items, please contact The Microenvironment at chs@uniserve.com  
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I am honoured to be joining Dr. Nevill on The 
Microenvironment editorial team. I am currently a 
PGY4 hematology at Queenôs University, and I 
completed my internal medicine training at the 
University of Toronto. What I appreciate most 
about hematology is that it is rational medicine 
epitomized. If you can identify at the molecular 
level what is going wrong, you can begin to find 
ways to fix it!  
 
Early academic interests include bone marrow 
failure syndromes and approaches to treating the 

frail and/or elderly patient with a hematologic 
malignancy. I previously was the editor-in-chief 
for an undergraduate faculty newspaper, so I am 
pleased to find a new outlet for my passion for 
communication. My aim is to offer accessible 
educational content as well as important 
membership updates. I encourage your feedback 
and submissions. 

 
Danielle Hammond, MD 
PGY4 Hematology 
77dh@queensu.ca Danielle Hammond MD 

Submitted by Danielle 
Hammond, MD 

Department of Medicine 
University of Toronto 

 
Questions: 
1.  Giant platelets are seen in: 
 A.  Glanzmann Thrombasthenia 
 B.  Bernard-Soulier Syndrome 
 C.  Type 2A von Willebrand Disease  
 D.  Thrombotic thrombocytopenic purpura  
 
2.  The treatment for pseudo or platelet type von 

 Willebrand Disease (PT-vWD) is: 
 A.  Tranexamic acid 
 B.  vWF:FVIII concentrates 
 C.  DDAVP 
 D.  Platelet transfusions 
 
3.  A 67-year-old male is brought to the 

 emergency department after a fall from a  l a d d e r 
 while intoxicated. He is found to have a left 
 subdural hematoma. No further history is 
 available. Hgb 142, Plt 233, INR 3.4, PTT 31. An 
 eager resident ordered additional factor levels: 
 Factor II 0.25,  Factor V 1.22,  Factor VII 0.07, 
 Factor IX 0.26. The most likely diagnosis is: 

 A.  Vitamin K deficiency. 
 B.  Early DIC. 
 C.  Coagulopathy of liver disease. 
 D.  Hemophilia B. 
 
4.  Which of the following is TRUE regarding anti-
 phospholipid syndrome (APS)? 
 
A. When using VKAs, a target INR of 3-4 to superior to 

the standard 2-3 after first presentation of a venous thrombotic 
event. 
B. There is no dose dependence when it comes to 
thrombotic risk and number of positive lab criteria. 
C. Most patients with catastrophic antiphospholipid 
syndrome (CAPS) have a prior diagnosis of APS or underlying 
collagen vascular disease. 
D. The leading hypothesis as to how antiphospholipid 
antibodies result in a hypercoagulable state is that they lead to 
an acquired activated protein C resistance by interference with 
the protein C pathway. 

Answers: See page 12 
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